A male, aged 37 years, of healthy antecedents, had for some time suffered from severe right sciatica and during five months had without amelioration been subjected to a variety of treatments. He had lost weight and was much distressed by his inability to work for his family. By dissection carried out extraperitoneally the second, third and fourth lumbar ganglia were resected. Immediate improvement followed, the pain in the thigh disappeared but in the back of the calf it was only modified. Five months later he continued well with no sign of sciatica. The right thigh and calf were of less circumference than the left.

